Sophomore English Course Outline
(Al-A2)

This course outline contains the most recent information regarding your course.
Please read it carefully.
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Aims of the Course
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In the BECC, your 9535 = X = =% —3 = > lI/IV courses will be taught, and graded, together.
You will have the same teacher, and study with the same people. In the BECC, we will call this
"Sophomore English". Your teacher will give your Sophomore English class a number. You may
need to use this number sometimes so make sure you write it down.
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In Sophomore English, it is important to use language. We don’t think that language study is like
other subjects — to learn a language, you have to use it! So, in our class we will focus on using
English, and learning in English. Furthermore, in Sophomore English we will focus on
communication — that means speaking and listening to English as much as possible. To make this a
successful year for learning English you will be expected to be an active learner in the classroom.
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Also, learning English has to be personal — you need to feel like it is useful. So, sometimes in our
classes you will be asked to talk about things from your life such as introducing your friends, places
you like, or music you like. In the BECC we believe that you can learn not only from your teacher,
but also from your classmates and of course your classmates can learn from you! Therefore you
will be encouraged to communicate with and assist your classmates throughout Sophomore
English.
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Learning English also needs to be social — you have to interact with other people and use language.
So, in our classes you will be working with other classmates all the time. You will work in class
together and do projects together. We will do activities just so you can get to know each other!
We hope you will work with your teachers to make a fun class. So, don’t be shy! If we work
together, learning English will be fun!
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Goals and Objectives of the Course
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This course aims to improve your English communication ability for real life tasks. The aim of this
course is that after one year of study you will be able to do the following tasks effectively in
English.
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Listening Goals
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Understand simple information and questions about family, people, home, work and hobbies.
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Reading Goals
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Read very short, simple texts. Find the most important information in simple everyday material
such as menus and timetables, and understand short simple personal messages.
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Speaking Goals
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Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on
familiar topics and activities (e.g. visiting your teacher’s office). Handle very short social exchanges.
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Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe your family and other people, where you live,
where you are from, what you study and your job.
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Writing Goals
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Write about yourself using simple language. For example, information about your family, school,
job, hobbies etc.
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International Orientation
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Understand some differences between Japan and other countries and cultures (e.g. politeness,
body language, gestures).
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Understand some differences between English pronunciation and word usage in different
countries.
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Technological Competence
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Use the basic functions of an iPad to effectively carry out common classroom activities, for
example accessing the internet, downloading files and moving files between apps.
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Utilise technology to give a prepared presentation in front of an audience.
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Study Skills
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Organise and plan your time to independently achieve your assigned tasks.
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Collaborate and communicate with others and work within groups to complete a variety of
activities and projects.
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Week by Week Timetable
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The BECC syllabus is organized into units. You will do six units in Sophomore English this year.
You will complete three units in the first semester and three units in the second semester.
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Semester |
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Orientation Unit Health Unit Services Unit
I. What are you into? I. Healthy habits Dear Beccy
2. Let’s communicate in 2. P'msick How much is that in
English. 3. Making an appointment yen?
3. What do you think? 4. Going to the doctor Hello. This is Beccy
4. Tell me about your 5. Staying healthy Police
family
5. Introduce your
classmate
Semester 2
wH BREND
Food and Drink Shopping Places
I. Recipe time I. Let’s go to seven- Getting there
2. Okonomiwhat? eleven! . Which streetcar do |
3. Are you ready to 2. Let’s go shopping! take?
order? 3. Shop Till U Drop! Mind the gap
4. | recommend the steak 4. Advertising Road trip
Texts
Bz ONT

BECC teachers make all materials for this course. You must bring your iPad mini to every lesson,
charged and with necessary apps downloaded. You should bring one A4 size binder to carry your
materials and you should also bring a notebook for vocabulary study.
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Assessment
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Semester | FITEY

SALCT7 77 4T 14— 10%
Unit Homework activities & presentations : Unit D& LB T — 3 v 45%
Vocabulary Tests : Hi.§E7 A b 15%
Speaking Test : A E—F 2 77 & K 15%
Class Participation : DS/ 15%
Total : &5t 100%

Semester 2 7 H]

SALCT7 77 4T 4— 10%
Unit Homework activities & presentations : Unit DFEE 7 LB 7T — 3 > 30%
Vocabulary Tests : HL.iE7 A b 15%
BET Reading and Listening Test : BET UV —7 4 ' 77 A MY R=0T7 T A | 15%
Speaking Test : A E™—F 2 77 A |k 15%
Class Participation : D& 15%
Total : A&t 100%

NB: Please note that you’ll lose 1% from your grade each time you miss a class
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How do | get an S in Sophomore English?
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S =90-100

A = 80-89

B =70-79

C=60-69

D=<60

E= Attendance less than 2/3 of all classes
RS 2/ 3 U F OB A

Unit Homework activities & presentations
Unit DBRE& LBV T —va v

In Sophomore English class, we think that language learning is about studying over time and doing
things with language. During the year you will have some tests to check your progress, but the
most important part of your grade will be the activities you complete inside each unit. These will
be writing, speaking, reading, listening and grammar activities that you’ll complete for homework
or do in class.
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SALC Activities
YNITTIT AT 4—

SALC Activities are short activities which let you get a taste of the many exciting and effective
ways of using the SALC, become a more independent English learner, improve your English ability,
and have fun at the same time. You can also get credit towards your English grade: these activities
are worth up to 10% of your final grade. For each activity you will use different resources in the
SALC, e.g. DVDs, CDs, books, even BECC teachers!
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Vocabulary Study
R

Sophomore English has a vocabulary list of English words that we will use in class. Your teacher
will give you a vocabulary list at the start of the semester. You must study these words before
every class. You will take three vocabulary tests each semester. Your vocabulary tests are worth
I5% of your grade.
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Bunkyo English Speaking Test (BEST)
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You will have a speaking test at the end of each semester. Your speaking test is worth 15% of your
final grade. You will have some time in class to prepare for your speaking test but you will be
expected to practice for the test outside of class as well. Our class discussion activities and tasks
are very useful for preparing for the test, so participate as much as you can!
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Bunkyo English Test (BET)
BET

You will take a test at the end of semester 2 to show how much you have learned in your BECC
classes over two years. The test has two sections: reading and listening. 15% of your semester two



grade will come from your BET score. Do your best to pay attention every class, because anything
that you learn in class might be in your final BET!
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Class Participation
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You should participate actively in class and do your best to speak in English. If you don't work
together with your classmates, everyone loses - so if you do not participate actively or do not
make an effort to speak English you will lose marks from your participation grade. It’s worth 15%
of your grade, and your teacher will observe you and your classmates during activities - do you
work together and try your best to use English? Do you use a dictionary to check words or just
give up and speak Japanese? Do you finish your homework on time!? Especially, when you are
preparing for presentations, your teacher will be observing the class to see if you are using English
as much as you can!
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Attendance
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Each time you are absent you lose 1% of your final grade. If you sleep in class you will be marked
absent. If you miss eleven classes or more you fail the course. If you are more than 20 minutes late
to class you will be marked absent. If you are more than 5 minutes late to class you will be marked
late and three lates is equal to one absence.
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If you are absent for a valid reason (such as those below) and present your teacher with a kesseki
todoke, you will not lose participation points.
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Public transportation problems INHEAZ BB DO F b e &
Disaster (earthquake, typhoon, flood, fire etc.) 8 E(HIZE, HE., KE, kKR L)

Job hunting ALk - BRI EUER

Teacher training HEBRRICED b FEY

Test from another university RZFZ I 1T D HAL AHEL B O & Himlk
Study abroad U RNRFETIA = RT U RIRRFE~DET
Departmental event FEMTE

Extracurricular activities ARAMEE)

Provided the teacher accepts a student's excuse for absence, a makeup can be arranged within
two weeks of the missed test date. This may be in front of peers or to the teacher, at the
teacher’s discretion. Writing assignments will not be accepted in lieu of presentations. Students
who miss a test or presentation/roleplay due to absence must come and see their teacher as soon
as possible to arrange a makeup test appointment. This is the student's responsibility.
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If a student misses her makeup appointment or two weeks have passed since the original
assessment date she receives a zero for her assessment grade and no further opportunities for
makeup work will be given.
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The only exception to this is for final exams (the BET & the BEST). If students are absent, but
present a kesseki todoke with a doctor’s note within 7 days of the original exam date, they have
the right to take the exam within the same semester without losing any points. If a student cannot
produce a kesseki todoke she can still take the exam. Please note that a student who has failed
due to lack of attendance (i.e. has an ‘E’ grade) is not eligible to sit the final exam.
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Message to students
FHENDRA -V

To become a confident, strong English user, it is very important to use English as much as
possible! Using English means speaking English, listening to English, reading English and writing
English. The activities and lessons we will be doing in this class will help you to develop all of
these skills. We want to ask one thing! Don’t be shy! If we work together, learning English will be
fun! Please come to class ready to enjoy English!
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